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Mahakumbh Mela and [ndian Culture

Shaikh Shireen Jalil
M.A . First Year

Before 1858 the name "Kumbh" was
applied only to the 12th occurrence of the
annual Mela in Haridwar during April or May.
In Allahabad (now Prayagra) there was an
annual mega Mela in January or February that
had found mention in Hindu text including
Tulsidass Ramcharitmanas. The Haridwar
Mela had been marred by violence especialy
by armed akhada groups. In 1796 the during
East India company rule in India the violence
in Haridwar's Kumbh had taken 500 lives and a
British armed unit with cannon had to be called
into stop it. In 1858, after the Indian rebellion of
1857 had been suppressed and the British Rgj
ingtituted Allahabad had become the capital of
North Western provinces and Oudh. Uncertain
about their place in the new political order, the
pragulars or members of the traditiona priest
casts at Allahabad Sangam sought to give some
latitude for their profession and proposed the
idea of an organised pilgrimmage with British
survilence. The British came to accept this in
part because of lingering pre 1857 concernsover
their Patronising of an idealised Hinduism. The
first Kumbh Mela in Allahabad was organised

in 1870 with British supervision. By 1870 and
adequate beginning had been made in laying a
train network in India which made travel over
longer distances easier.

The weeks over which the festival is
observed cycle at each side approximately once
every 12 years based on the Hindu luni solar
calendar and the relative astrological positions
of Jupiter, the sun and the moon. The difference
between Prayagraj and Haridwar festivals is
about 6 years and both features Maha (major)
and Ardha (half) Kumbh melas. The exact
particularly for the Kumbh melas of Ujjain and
Nashik have been a subject of dispute in the
20th century. Nashik and Ujjain festivals have
been celebrated in the same year or one year
apart typically about 3 years after the prayagrg
Kumbh Mela

The Kumbh melas have three dates
around which the significant majority of pilgrims
participate while the festival itself |asts between
1 to 3 months around these dates. Each festival
attracts millions with the largest gathering at
the Haridwar. According to the Encyclopaedia,
Britannica and Indian authorities more than 200
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million Hindus gathered this festival isthe most
crowded day.

The festival
gatherings in

Is one of the largest
peaceful the world and
considered as the world's largest congregation
of religious pilgrims. It has been inscribed

on the UNESCO'S representative list of

intangible cultural heritage of humanity.
Thefestival isobserved over many dayswith the

day of Amavasya attracting the largest number

over a single day. According to official figures
the largest one day attendance at the Kumbh
Melawas 30 million on 10th February 2013 and
50 million on 4 February 2019.




Swami Dayananda Saraswati's Views

on [ndian Culture

Belkunde Sushma K ashinath
M.A.Second Year

Swami Dayananda Saraswati was one
of Indias great social reformer, philosopher and
religious thinker. He played a significant role
in reawakening Indian culture. He emphasized
building Indian culture on the foundation of
spiritual, social, and moral values derived from
the Vedas. Histhoughts brought positive change
in Indian society and encouraged reforms in
outdated customs and traditions.

Swami Dayananda Saraswati was born
on 12th February 1824 in Tankara, Gujarat. His
birth name was Moolshankar. From a young
age, he showed a deep religious inclination.
In his teenage years, he left home in search of
the true purpose of life and adopted the life of
a renunciant. He then deeply studied the Vedas
and introduced anew ideol ogy for Indian culture

According to Swami Dayananda
Saraswati, the roots of Indian culture are found
in the Vedas He believed that the Vedas are the
original source of all knowledge and culture. He
proposed the principle of "Vedo akhilo Dharma

moolam”, which means "the Vedas are the
foundation of religion and life." He promoted
the scientific spirit within Indian culture and
urged people to free themselves from the blind
faith, meaninglessrituals, and harmful practices.
He strongly opposed caste-based
discrimination, untouchability, and socia
inequality. He firmly believed that every
individual is equal in society and that no one
should be considered superior or inferior by
birth. Histeachings on equality strengthened the
inclusive nature of Indian culture.
Swami Dayananda Saraswati also made
a significant contribution to women's education
and empowerment. He believed that women's
education was essential for the progress of
society. He supported widow remarriage and
opposed child marriage. Heinsisted on education
and self-reliance to make women independent
and strong.
He gave special importance to the
concepts of "Revival" and "Self-rule." While
gou
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awakening Indian society, he stressed the value
of native language, religion, and culture. He
advised Indian society not to blindly imitate
Western culture, but to study its ancient
knowledge and use it to build a modern nation.
In 1875, Swami Dayananda Saraswati
founded the 'Arya Samaj' organization Through
this organization, he worked for the spread of
education, gender equality, and social reform.
Arya Samg played a crucia role in bringing
positive transformation to Indian culture.

His thoughts influenced many national

leaders. Greal

personalities like Mahatma
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Gandhi, Lokmanya Tilak, and others involved
in the freedom movement were inspired by his
teachings. His idea of "Swaragjya" later became
thefoundation for Indiasindependencestruggle.
Swami
culture anew vision. Hisideas brought about an
intellectual revolution in society and promoted
anideal way of life based on education, equality,
and morality. Eventoday, histeachings continue
to guide society. Swami Dayananda Saraswati

Dayananda Saraswati gave Indian

was a true protector and reformer of Indian
culture, and his ideas are still reflected in its core

values.

- -
L .

e,

A e, T

i
5
'ﬂ"



e - pav2

Mahakumbh Mela

Suryavanshi Pratiksha Dhanr aj
M.A. First Year

The Maha kumbh Melais alarge Hindu
pilgrimage festival celebrated every 12 years
at four different locations in India: Prayagraj
(Uttar pradesh), Haridwar (uftarakhand), UJJain
(Madhya Pradesh) and Nashik (Maharashtra).
It is considered the world's largest religious
gathering attracting millions of devotees who
seek spiritual purification by bathing in holy
rivers.

Mythological significance:

The festival is rooted in Hindu
mythology, particularly the story of Samudra
Manthan, the churning of the occean by gods
and demons. It is believed that drops of Amrit
fell at four locations where the Kumbh Méelais
held.

Frequency:

It occurs every 12 years, while Ardha
Kumba Mela takes place at Prayagrg and
Haridwar every six years.

Locations:
The Maha kumbh Mela rotates between
Prayagraj (at the confluence of the Ganges,

Yamuna, and mythical Saraswati rivers),
Haridwar (on the Ganges) and Ujjain (on the
shipra).

Rituals :

Themain ritual isthe Shahi Snan (Royal
bath), where devotees bathe in the Scared rivers
on specific auspicious dates.

Attendance:

The Mahakumb Mela attracts millions
of pillgrims, with estimates ranging from 40
million to 100 Million at the Prayagraj event in
2025.

Significance:
Thefestival issymbolizes spiritual quest
for liberation.

Other activities:

Besidesthe holy baths, the Melafeatures
'Cultural  Pravachanas (spiritual discourses),
performances, and interactions with Sadhus and
other holy figures.

The Maha kumbh Mela, one of the
largest and most sacred gatherings in the world
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is a significant Hindu festival with roots in
ancient mythology and religious. practices.
It's celebrated every 12 years at four scared
locations.

Prayagra] (also known as Allahabad or
Prayagrg) Haridwar, Ujjain and Nashik. The
timing is determined by astrolgical positions,
especialy the alignment of Jupiter, the Sun and
the Moon.

Mythological Origins:

The Mahakumbh Melas Origins are
deeply interwined legend with the Samudra
Manthan, the mythical churning of the ocean
of Milk In Hindu mythology during this event.
the Gods and demons jointly churned the ocean
to obtain 'Amrita. A pot (kumbh) containing
Amrita emerged, and a celestial battle ensued
over it.

Historical significance:

The festival's timing is determined by
the zodiacal position of Jupiter, which takes 12
years to complete one orbit around the sun.

This alignment is believed to create
a unigue and auspicious energy, making it a
time for spiritual cleansing and renewal. The
Kumbh Melais aso a mgjor event for cultural
exchange the commerce, with numerous fairs
and educational activities taking place.

The Maha kumbh :

The Mahakumbh, or Poorna kumbh,
is the most Significant type of kumbh Mela,
celebrated every 12 years at the four scared
Sites.

@

It attracts millions of pilgrims from all
over the world, making it the world's largest
religious gathering..

Recent history:

The 2019 kumbh Melain Prayagra] was
a particularly notable event, drawing 24 crore
pilgrims and earning global praise, the event
was marked by three Guinness World Record.

In Summary, the Maha kumbh Mela
is a powerful symbol of Indian spirituality
and tradition rooted in ancient mythology and
astronomical cycles. It'satime of great spiritual
significance for Hindu devotees.

The 2025 Maha kumbh Mela in
prayagrg is being held after 144 years, dueto a
rare celestial alignment.

Before 1858, the name "kumbh"
was applied only to the annua mela in
Haridwar during April or May. In Alahabad
(now Prayagrg)), there was an annual Magh
Mela in January or february that had found
mention in Hindu texts including Tulsidas's
Ramcharitmanas.

The Haridwar mela had witnessed by
violence, especially by armed Akharagroups. In
1796 during East India Company rule in India,
the voilence in Haridwars kumbh had taken
500 lives and a British armed unit with Cannon
had to be called in to stem it. In 1558, after the
Indian Reblion of 1857 had.

been suppressed and the British Ry
instituted, Allahabad had become the capital of
North-Western Brovinces and oudh. Uncerta
about their place in the new political order. The
pray ways of members of the traditional priest




castes at Allahabad's to sangam saught have
some latitude for their.

The ritua dip in the waters marks the
festival. It is also Commerce With a alebration
of community numeroustairs, eduationreligious
discources by saints, mass gatherings of monks
and entertainment The Speakers helieve that
bathing in these rivers Is meang to prayascitta
(atonement, penance, restorative action) for
past mistakes and that it cleanses them of their
sing.

In many smaller ports of India, similar
but Community pilgrimageand bathing festivals
are Makar Mela places called the Megha mela
equivaent. Other megha - Mela or Whe or the
Makar Mela bathing pilgrimage and fairs have
been called kumbh Mela in clude Kurukshetra
Rajim Mahamdham (Tamil nadu) Sonipat and
Panauti (Nepal) for example, in Tamil Nady,
the Megha Mela with water- dip ritual is a
festival of antiquity, and this festival is held at
the Mahamaham tank (near kaveri river) every
12 years at Kumbakonam, attracting millions of
Hindus.

The kumbh Mela have three dates
around which the significant majority of
pilgrims participate lasts around while the
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festival Itself between one and three months.
these dates Fach festival attracts millions, with
the largest gathering at The prayag kumbh Mela
and the second largest at Haridusor.

According to the Encyclopedia
Britannica and Indian authorities, more than
200 the million Hindus gathered for kumbh
go million day. The Mela in 2019 including on
the festival's most Crowded festval peacefull
gatherings. and considered Congregation of has
been Is one of the largest in the world as the
world's largest religious pilgrimsit inseribed on
the UNESCO'S Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, is Observed
day ot over the The Lestival many days, with
Amavasya attracting the largest number on a
single day.

According to official figures, The largest
one-day attendance at the Kambh Mela was 30
million on 10 february 2013 and 50 million on 4
february 2019.

The Mela 2025 prayag Mahakumbh the
Iteration of the Hindu pligrimage marked of
Jupiter was afall around Scheduled. most recent
kumbh Mela, a festival that arbital revolution
the sun. It was scheduled.
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Swami Dayanand Saraswati

Swami Sakshi Rajshekhar
M.A.First Year

Dayanand Saraswati (born Mool
Shankar Tiwari, 12 February 1824 - 30 October
1883) was aHindu philosopher, Social reformer
and the founder of the Arya Samaj. His book
'Satyarth Prakash' remains one of the influential
texts on the philosophy of the Vedas and
contains explanation of various ideas and duties
of human beings. He was the first to give the
call for Swargj in 1876, a call later taken up by
Lokmanya Tilak. He denounced idol worship
and worked towards the revival of vedic
ideology. S. Radhakrishnan called him one of
the makers of Modern India.

Early Life :

Dayananda Saraswati was born on
the 10th day of waning moon in the month of
Phalguna (February 1824) in an Indian Hindu
Brahmin family in Tankara, Kathiawad region
(now Moravi district of Gujarat). His original
name was Mool Shankar Tiwari, as he was born
in Dhanu Rashi and Mul Nakshatra. His father
was Karshanji Lalji Tiwari and his mother was

@

Yashodabai.

The death of his younger sister and his
uncle from cholera led Dayananda to ponder
over the meaning of life and death. He began
asking questions that worried his parents. He
was engaged in his early teens, but decided
marriage was not for him and ran away from
home in 1846.

Dayanand Saraswati wrote more than 60
works, including a 16-volume explanation of
the Vedas (incomplete commentary). Some of
his mgor works include the Satyarth prakash.
Satyarth Bhumika, Sangkarvidhi, Yajurveda,
Bhashya Bhumika, Rigved Bhas-hyam and
yajroved Bhashyam. The Paropakasini Sabha
located in Indian city of Ajmer the was founded.
by Saraswati to publish and preach this works
and vedic texts.

Teachings of Dayanand Saraswati :

MaHarshi Dayanand advocated that
al human beings are equaly capable of
achieving anything. He argued the four Vedas
which Rigveda, Ygurveda, Samaveda. and
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sources of knowledge. He pointed that
confusion regarding the Vedas arise due to the
misinterpretations of the Vedas. The Vedas
promote science and ask humans to discover
the ultimate truth, which he has emphasized

throughout his commentary on the Vedas.

1. Belief in one God :

"Swami Dayanand Saraswati propagated
the worship of a single formless, omnipresent
and omnipotent god. He emphasized the
importance of undestanding god's nature
through the Vedas. He called him ishwar, who
is like a loving parent to al living beings. He
explained that one can unite with god by being
kind, truthful, and doing good deeds.

2. Vedas: the ultimate Source of knowledge :
Swami Dayanad Saraswati taught that
the Vedas are the ultimate source of all true
knowledge and provide guidance to live a
meaningfull life. He encouraged peopleto study.
understand, and live by Vedic painciples. He
encouraged children to study and ask questions
about the vedas so they could understand their
meaning. The knowledge of the vedas can help
us understand the truth about god and develop
qualitiesliketruthfulness, courage and kindness.

3. Service to Humanity :
Swami Dayanand Saraswati believed in
serving others as a form of devotion to god. He

promoted the concept of KrinvantoVishwam
Aryam! (making the world noble) by helping
others and spreading knowledge. He believed,
that serving people is like serving god because
god ispresent in all living beings. He wanted us
to understand that we can bring happiness and
Peace to others through small acts of kindness
and sevice.

4 Importance of self- Realisation :

Swami Dayanand Saraswati believed
that the most important goa in life is to
understand who we truly are and to become the
best vension of ourselves, this he called self
realization. He said that we should ise day to
improve ourselves by doing. what isright, being
honest, and learning new things.

Universal Brotherhood and
Education for all:

Swami Dayanad supported the equality
of al humans regradless of caste creed, or
gender. He never supported the caste system. He
promoted social harmony and gave importance
to women's education. He encouraged the study
of science and philosophy alongside Vedic
knowledge to build awell- educated Society.
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Ahilyadevi Holkar

Jadhav Pornima Balaji
M.A.Second Year

Ahilyabai Holkar, the Maratha queen of
Mawa was a visionary leader, known for her
cultural contributions, including the restoration
of temples, construction of ghats, wells and rest
houses across the India and her commitment to
Dharmaand justice.

Religious and Cultural Patronage :
1. Temple Restoration:..

Ahilyabai Holkar is
rebuilding and restoring numerous Hindu
temples, including the Kashi Vishwanath
temple in Varanasi, which had been destroyed
by Aurangzeb.

2. Construction of Ghats, Wells and Rest
Houses:

She funded the construction of ghats wells
and rest houses (Dharamshalas) across India,
particularly along the pilgrimage routes.

renowned for

3. Pilgrimage Centers :

Her contributions extended to various
holy places, including Badrinath, Dwarka,
Omkareshwar, Puri, Gaya and Rameswaram
4. Support for Religious I nstitutions

She provided financial
donations to various temples and religious

support and

ingtitutions, promoting dhooma and religious
practices.
5. Devotion to Shiva:

While respecting al religions. Ahilyabai
Holkar, was known for her devotion to Lord
Shiva and Shri Shankara appeared on her Royal
Proclamations
Social Justice and Welfore :

1. Benevolent Governance:

Ahilyabai Holkor's 28-yeas region is
considered a model of benevolent and effective
government focused on the welfare of her people
2. Philanthropy:

She was known for her philanthropic
activities including the construction of temples,
Dharamshalas and other public works.

3 Removal of Traditional Laws :

She made landmark decisions, such as
removing the traditional laws that confiscated
the property of childless widows.

4. Justice and Compassion:

She embodied the principles of Dharma
and righteousness through her actions, policies
and judgements.

Legacy:




1. Philosopher Queen:

John Keay, a British historion refered to
her as the "Philosopher Queen™ due to her keen
observation of the political landscape and her
ability to understand the British agenda
2. Inspiration for future Generations :

Her legacy continues to inspire people,

particularly women and her reign is seen as a
model of leadership and governance
3. Empowerment and Inclusivity :

Ahilyabai Holkar’s rule is seen as a
legacy of empowerment and inclusivity with
her commitment to social justice and cultural
preservation.
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and [ndian Culture

Sayli Madhav Kanse
M. A. Second Year

The Mahakumbh Mela is one of the
largest religious gatherings in the world, held
in India every 12 years at 4 rotating locations:
Allahabad (prayagraj), Haridwar, Ujjain, and
Nashik. This festival is deeply ingrained in
Indian culture and is a significant part of Hindu
traditions, drawing millions of pilgrims from
around the world.

Significance of Indian culture:
1) Religious Importance:

The Mahakumbh Mela is primarily a
celebration of spiritual purification and renewal.
Devotees believe that bathing in the holy rivers
during the festival cleanses their sins and helps
them attain moksha (liberation from the cycle
of birth and death). The festival is aligned with
celestial event when certain planets align and is
rooted in the legend that drops of Amrit were
spilled at these locations.

2) Unity in Diversity:
The Mahakumbh Mela exemplifies
the value of unity in diversity. Pilgrims from

all walks of life, irrespective of their socia or
economic backgrounds, participate to celebrate
spiritual harmony.

3) Traditional Practices:

The event showcases various traditional
rituals such as Yadnyas (fire sacrifices) and
devotional signing. Pilgrims also participate in
the processions, where groups of people sing
religious songs and chant mantras, creating an
atmosphere of devotion.

Connection to Indian philosophy:

The Maha Kumbh Melaties deeply into
key elements of Indian philosophy, including
the notions of time (Kaal), cycles of nature,
and spiritual liberation. The very idea that it
occurs every 12 years, in sync with celestia
movements, reflects the cyclical understanding
of time that is central to many Indian spiritual
traditions.
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Vande Mataram : National Sohg

Zare Dipali Ram
M.A. First Year

Vande Mataram was written by Bengali
writer Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay in 1875
and later included in his novel 'Anand Math'
as the motivational song of Sanyasi rebels
who fought against muslim ruler. It was set to
music and first sung at the 1896 session of the
Indian National Congress(INC) by the poet
Rabindranath Tagore. This iconic cry gained
mass popularity throughout the India during
Swadeshi movement against the Lord Cruzon's
partition of Bengal in 1905. Nationalist meetings
invariably began with singing of Vande Mataram
and protesters would walk the streets and court
arrest chanting it.

24th January 1950, by a ruling of the
President of constitution assembly, it was
announced that Vande Mataram, 'which has
played of historic part in the struggle for
freedom, shall be honoured equally with Jana-
Gana-Mana and shall have equal status with it
such as the final day of a session of parliament
wherevande Mataram issung, it isnever thefull
version- just first stanzas. The full song and not

merely the truncated, official version. Among the

more boisterous section of the saffron fraternity,

afavourite dogan is-

'Hindustan mein rahana hoga, vande Mataram
kahana hoga.'

Trandlate as" hail to the mother, "vande
Mataram the song and slogan has a long and
controversia history asone of the most powerful
symbols of India's independence movement.
Originally published as lyrics in bucking
Chandra chattopadhyay's novel Anandamath
(1881), vande Mataram"” has been continuously
remade, with more than hundred versions
produced in twentieth century.

India's Postcolonical Nationalism: Tradition,
Moder nity and Gender

In a challenge to Benedict Anderson's
nation of the nation, Partha Chatterjee has
examined the construction of anti-colonical
nationalism, and asks, "what do they have a
left to imagine? Chatterjee describes Indian
nationalism as bifurcated into the sense of inner
and author, in response to the colonial paradigm.
In this construction, the inner consist of The




spiritual, local representation of the traditional
culture, while the author consists of material,
global, modern and technology presentations.

The gender define burden of representing
the mother land produce numerous oppressive
social dynamics. For example, Chatterjee points
to the ridicule cosmopolian Bengali women
have face, as well as the socia orientations
that have attached to the traditions Indonesian
on to women's bodies. The trapping of
cosmopolitanism wereregarded asimmoral, and
the perceived decadence candles of the Western
women was rejected in favour of an aesthetic
image of the chaste Hindu women. The novel
Aanand math explicity glorified this role of the
pure Hindu women, whose sacrifice and chastity
are crucia to the nation's survival. In this way,
the literate attempted to define social and moral
principles for locating the position of women in
the 'modern’ world of the nation'. Perpetuated
through popular culture and Nationalist ritual,
traditional general roles become symbols of
virtue and morally correct expression of national
Pride.

In Hindu wife, Hindu Nation, Tanika
Sarkar examines Indian cultural nationalism
through a literary and historical lens and shows
that the indigenous elite, faced with colonial
oppression at the area where they could
political, economic and cultura levels, turned
inward to the domain of the familial aslast area
where they could exert power. Sarkar writes,"If

o E =——— |
. iy

an alien, imposed modernity was represented

as a series of desperivations, then nationalism
could situate its emancipatory project only by
enclosing a space that was still understood as
inviolate, autonomous".

Indian Secularism and the Influence of
Anandmath

By constructing a sense of the secular
the Indian state
replicates a ritual described in Anandamath

with Hindu overtones,

that calls for the renunciation of spiritual
difference in order to focus the energies
of devotion into a more visceral, familial
Chattopadhyay
writes," Do you both renounce your castes? For

Connection to the soil.
all childrens belongs to the same caste. In our
work, we do not differentiate between Hindu
or Muslim, Buddhist or sikh, Parsee or Pariah.
We are brothers here-all children's of the same
mother India’. In agreement, the assemble
warriors are initiated while singing ‘vande
Mataram'. This powerful narrative is ritually
reenacted at the Wagah border ceremony on a
daily basis, where the idea of motherland, while
Hinduinorigin, Central to India'ssecular culture
nationalism by seeking to unify the participants
under one banner.

Cultural always battles over ownership
of symbols, along with different avenues of mass
media and through means of the transmissions
that are both achieval and reportorial. Where




at embodiment is both a way of knowing and
a way of creating knowledge, the embodiment
of symbol is not aways a conscious choice
but one one often branded onto bodies by

society will continue being uttered with great
passion. Yet it is a 'hail' to an idea for remove
from the stewardship of soil and empowerment
of womenin India
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Broad Perspective

of [Indian Culture

Kaile Mayuri Namdev
M. A. Second Year

Mahakumbh Gathering and Indian Culture

Indian culture is one of the oldest and
most deservedly revered culture in the world,
with the rich history that spans thousands of
years- fromtheancient Indusvalley civilization
to modern day India. The country has been
melting pot of various culture, traditions and
influences. This essay aims to provide a broad
perspective of Indian culture by exploring its

history diversity and significance.

Mahakumbh Gathering:

The Mahakumbh gathering is one of the
largest and most significant cultural events in
India, showcasing the countries rich cultural
heritage and spiritual traditions. Itisheld every
12 years in Prayagraj, Haridwar, Nashik and
Ujjain. Thismassive festival attracts millions of
devotees from around the world.

Cultural Significance of MahaKumbh
The Mahakumbh gathering is deeply

rooted in Indian culture and history, with
its origin dating back to the ancient Hindu
scriptures.

The festival is believed to have been
initiated by the gods themselves. with the
sacred rivers of India such as Ganga, Yamuna
and Saraswati playing a central role in the
celebration.

The MahaKumbh gathering
celebration of the divine. The pilgiams take a

is a

deep in the holy rivers to cleanse their sins and
attain spiritual enlightenment.

Diversity and pluralism

One of the defining features of Indian
culture is its diversity and pluralism. Indiais a
country with multiple language, areligions and
ethnic groups each with itsunique traditions and
customs. The country is home of several major
religions, including Hinduism, slam, Buddhism
and Jainism among others. This diversity has
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contributed to the richness and complexity of
Indian culture, with its various art forms, music
and literatures and communities.

One of the most striking aspect of the
Mahakumbh gathering is its diversity and
inclusivity. People from all box of life from
different religions and cultures came together to
celebrate this grand festival. The Mahakumbh
gathering is a melting pot of cultures with
pilgrims from different parts of India and the
world participating in the celebrations. This
diversity is reflected in the various rituals,
ceremony and traditionsthat are observe during
the festival.

Spiritual and Philosophical Significance:

The Mahakumbh gathering is not just
a cultural event but aso a deeply spiritual and
philosophical one. It is a celebration of the
humans spirit. The MahaKumbh gathering isan
opportunity for people to reflect on their lives,
sick forgiveness for their mistakes and renew
their commitment to their faith. Itisalso atime
for introspection and self reflection, with many
pilligrams engaging in meditation, yoga, and
other spiritual practices during the celebrations.

Art and Architecture:

The Mahakumbh gathering isalso acelebration
The festival
intricately designed temple. The

of Indian art and architecture.
features
temporary settlements known as 'Akharas are a
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marvel of engineering often featuring elaborate
designs. The Mahakumbh gathering showcase
Indias rich artistic heritage, with many artisans
and craftmen participating in the celebrations.
Indian art and architecture are renowned
for their beauty and complexity. The country
is home to ancient temples, monuments
and sculptures, including landmark like the
Tg) Mahal, the Red Fort and the temples of
Khajuraho. Indian art forms such as classical
dance, music and painting are aso highly
regarded with each region offering its own

unique style and tradition.

Cultural significance :

1. Spiritual Cleansing: The bath in river is
believed to clean soul and remove mistakes.

2. Community Celebration : Mahakumbh is a
vibrant celebration of community, commerce
and entertainment.

3. Astrological Significance: The festival is
tied to the Hindu Luni-solar calendar and the
positions of Jupiter, the sun and the moon.

Traditions and Practices
1. Bathing Rituals: Pilgrims take scared dips
in river like Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati to
attain spiritual purification.
2. Processions and ceremonies. Colourful
processions, laid by Sadhus ( Hindu monks)
accompanied by music and chanting, are an
integral part of the festival.




3. Food and Cuisine : Traditiona Indian cuisine

such as vegetarian dishes and street food is
served throughout festival period.

Diversity of Indian culture:

Indiais a multi cultural country with a
diverserange of traditions customsand practices
some of the key aspects of Indian Culture
include:

1) Multiculturalism: India is a country with
multiple cultures language and religion which
coexist and interact in complex ways.

2) Regional Diversity: India has a different
regional cultures, each with itsuniquetraditions,
customs and practices.

3) Language Diversity: India has over 22 official
languages and numerous dialects.

4) Culinary Diversity: Indian cuisine isknown

for its variety and different styles of cooking.

Incredible Indian culture.:

Indian culture is a rich and diverse
tapestry of traditions, customs and practices
that have evolved over thousands of years.
From the snow capped Himalayas to the sun
kissed beaches of southern tip, Indiais aland
of incredible cultural diversity, with range of
festivals traditions and customs that reflect its
multicultural heritage.

The Maha Kumbh gathering is
significant cultural event that showcases India's

rich cultural heritage and spiritual tradition. The

festival is a celebration of diversity, inclusivity
and spirituality, with pilgrims from all walks
of life coming together for this Grand event.
The Mahakumbh is testament to Indias rich
artistic heritage with many artisans and craft
men participating in the celebrations. As India
continuous to grow and evolve, the Maha
Kumbh gathering remains important part of its
cultural identity, reflecting the countries deep
rooted spiritual and philosophical traditions.

Indian cultureisrich and complex entity
that has evolved over thousands of year. It's
pluralism and contributions to art, literature and
philosophy make it one of the most fascinating
culture in the world. As India continues to
grow and evolve it is essential to appreciate
and preserve its cultural heritage while also
addressing the challenges of the modern world.

Indian culture is a reach and diverse
mosaic of traditions, customs and practices
that reflect its multi cultural heritage from its
festivals to its stunning cultural heritage sites.
By exploring and understanding Indian culture,
we can gain a deeper appreciation for the
country's rich diversity and its contribution to
the world.
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Contribution of Ahilvabai Holkar

Patel Mehroz
M.A. Second Year

Ahilyabai Holkar was born in Chondi,
now in Ahmednagar, Maharashtra, in 1725. She
was remarkable figure in Indian history. She was
gueen of Maratha empire in Mawa ( Indore).
Sheisaso known as RgjmataAhilyabai Holkar.

The father, Mankoji Rao Shinde was the
Patil of the village. At that time women did not
go to school, but her father taught her to read
and write. In 1754, Ahilyabai holkar's husband
was killed in Battle of Kumbher. Her father-in-
law, Maharrao Holkar, also died after 12 years.
After his death she became the Queen of Mawa
Kingdom.

Rajmata Ahilyabai built hundreds of
temples and dharmshalas in India. She was
great ruler and queen. Follwing are the major
contributions of Ahilyaba Holkar.

1. Crafts and Economic Development :  She
supported the establishment of Maheshwari
saree textile industry. She promoted women
empowering through skill development.

2. Contribution to Religious and Cultural
Heritage : Ahilyabal's religious and cultural
contribution are remarkable. She expanded her
support beyond her Kingdom. She supported

2RR

constructing and renovating temples, wells and
educational institutions. She earned the title of
Punya Shlok for her efforts in rebuilding sacred
sites across India.

3. Women Empowerment : Ahilyabai ruled for
nearly 30 years. In 18th century, India when
women had limited right and could not acquire
education, she broke these rules and set an
example of leadership. She contributed to art,
culture and architecture.

She made effort for betterment of
widows and supported women's education,
promoting their financial and social growth. She
opposed inhuman practices like Sati (widow
burning). Her rule remains a golden period in
Malwas history. Shewas one of India's greatest
femaleleader. Her lifeand ruleremain astrength
and empowerment for women, proving that
with courage and vision, women can achieve
anything.

ald
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Mahakumbh and [ndian Culture

Jadhav Rajashri Madhav
M.A. First Year

The kumbh Melais areligious gathering
that drawstens of millionsof Hindu pilgrimsand
spiritual seekersfrom Indiaand acrossthe globe.
The event is deeply rooted in Hindu mythology
and centres on the belief in the purifying
power of sacred rivers. Pilgrims bathe in these
rivers, believing the ritual cleansing of sins and
brings them closer to spiritual liberation. The
festival rotates between four key locations in
India: Prayagraj, Haridwar, Nashik and Ujjain.
Each site is tied to a sacred river- the ganga,
Godavari or Shipra. A full Kumbh Melais held
every 12 years in each of the four cities. A half
("Ard") Kumbh is held midway between two
full Kumbhs. Officials say the 2025 festival is a
Maha (great) Kumbh Mela, which occurs only
every 144 years, making it even more significant
event

The name "Kumbh Mela' trandate to
"festival of the pitcher" in Sanskrit. "Kumbh"
refers to the pitcher or pot that contain the
nectar of immortality in Hindu mythology,
while "Mela' means a fair or gathering. Hindi
scriptures  recount the legend of the Samudra
Manthan-the churning of the ocean of milks

by gods and demons in search of the nectar of
immorality.

Kumbh Mela attracts people from all
walks of life, from sadhus (Hindu holy men)
to ordinary citizens, including families and
international visitors.

While most attendees are Hindus, the
event also draws people of other faiths who
are curious about its cultura and spiritua
significance. The festival is ultimately an
opportunity for attendeesto see spiritual renewal
and salvation. Bathing in the holy rivers during
the festival is believed to absolve sins,liberate
participants from the cycle of rebirth and bring
them closer to Moksha ( spiritual liberation). For
many, the pilgrimage to Kumbh Melais a once
- in- a- lifetime experience, offering a chance
to reaffirm their faith, connect with others and
immerse themselves in the traditions of Hindu
spirituality.

The festival is typically around 45 days
long- with the 2025 Kumbh Mela taking place
from 13 January to 26 February. The event
concludes after the final desinated bathing
day, known as the last Shahi Snan (royal bath).

833
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The timing and duration of each Kumbh Mela
are determined by astrologers and religious
authorities.

Thefestival isablend of religiousrituals
and cultural activities. Its Central feature is the
Shahi snan (Royal bath). These ceremonial bath
are led by groups of sadhu's, including Naga
Sadhu, who are known for covering themselves
in ash and symbolising renunciation. Along with
the bathing rituals, Kumbh Mela also features
spiritual  discussion, religious processions,
prayers and cultural performance. Religious
organisations set up a number of temporary
camps, providing food, shelters and opportunity
of spiritual learning.

Thescaleof KumbaMelaisunparalleled.
Attendance varies, but the 2025 Maha kumbh
Mela in Prayagrg stands out for it it's sheer
scale. About 400 million people are expected
to attend throughout the 45 days period,
authorities say. Attendees spread out across the
bank of the river, spanning some 12 km officials
use a variety of sources to collect the number
of pilgrims but they admit there is a possibility
of some duplication. CCTV cameras are used
to monitor crowd density in real time, while
manual head counts at entry and exit points also
validate numbers. Drone surveillance provides
aerial views of densely populated areas,
especially during peak events like holy bathing
days.

Organising KumbhM elaisamonumental
task. Authorities establish temporary citieswith
infrastructure to accommodate the millions of

)
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people who attend. Facilities provided include
makeshift hospitals, sanitation systems and
transportation network. The 2025 festival is
expected to cover 4,000 hectares (40 sq km).
The MahaKumbh Mela is one of the
largest and most significant religious gathering
in the world. The Maha Kumbh Mela specifically
refers to the most auspicious occurrence of this

event, typically held in prayagra. The Maha
Kumbh Mela represents Indias rich cultural
tapestry. The festival brings together traditions,
of classical music, dance, philosophical
discussions, and spiritual teachings. It is a
celebration of Indias diversity, including its
many religious practices, philosophies, and
ancient customs. The event is aso marked
by revered spiritual leaders, highlighting the
importance of Indian philosophy, ethics, and
lifestyle.

The Mahakumbh Mela, with its massive
scale and religious fervor, has been recognised
by the UNESCO as a significant cultural and
gpiritual event. It showcases the harmonious
coxistance of traditional and modern elements
in India society where ancient beliefs meet
contemporary practice.

Mahakumbh Mela encopsulate the
gpiritual, social and cultural essence of India,
embodying the deep religious traditions and
diverse culture expressions that form the core of
Indian identity.
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Mahakumbh Mela

Bable Rutuja Appasaheb
M.A. Second Year

The Kumbh Mela isn't just a festival;
it's a conference of spiritual and cultural ethos
that defines the very essence of India, held at
the sacred banks of rivers in Haridwar, Ujjain,
Nashik and Prayagraj. This grand event is
marked by millions of devotees taking dip in
the holy water, seeking spiritual liberation and
blessing, but what makes Kumbh Mela truly
fascinating is profound influence and various

aspects of Indian cultural life.

Inthisblock, we embark on acaptivating
journey to unravel the layer of impact that
Kumbh Mela has etched on the cultura canvas
of India. From its mythological origins to its
modern day manifestations, the festival is a
vibrant tableau of traditions, arts economics
and social dynamics. It reveals myriad ways in
which Kumbh Mela is shapped by the cultural
ethos of India

Historical Background and Significance:

The Kumbh Melas roots are deeply
embedded in the reach tapestry
mythology and history, making it much more

of Indian

than religious congregations. According to

ancient scriptures, the origin of Kumbh Melais
found in the mythologica ‘ Samudra Manthan’
(the churning of the cosmic ocean). This
celestial event was a quest to obtain the nectar
of immortality (Amrit), involving both God and
Demons in a cosmic tug of war. It is believed
that during this churning a few drops of this
nectar fell at locations where Kumbh Mela is
now celebrated- Haridwar, Ujjain, Nashik and
Prayagra.

The cultural significance of Kumbh Mela
is immese as it symbolizes the various aspects
of Indian life. It is a time when the spiritua
and the temporal coalesce, with the alignment
of celestial bodies dictating the auspicious date
of the festival. This cosmic significance reflects
the deep rooted Indian philosophy that sees a
connection between celestial movement and
human life.

Kumbh Mela serves as aliving archieve
of India'sdiverse cultural and spritual traditions.

Economic Impact:

The Kumbh Mela isn't just spritual
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phenomenon. It is mega event that brings a

colossal economic boost to the country at large.
This Festival, often termed as the worlds largest
peaceful gathering draws millions of visitors
and has a ripple effect on the local and national

economy, creating a surge in various sectors.

The cities hosting the Kumbh Mela
witness a transformation as local businesses
thrive. Small vendors, shopkeepers, artisans
and service provider etc. sees a significant
upswing in their income with the surge in
economic activities. Their is notable increase in
employment and temporary jobs and workers.
The government also plays crucia role in
preparing for Kumbh Mela

Cultural And Social Dimensions:

The Kumbh mela with it is grand scale
and spiritual significance, it just not about
religious gathering but a cultural spectacle that
showcases the rich tapestry of Indian society.
It's a festival where various cultural and social
dimensions intersect reflecting the diverse yet

unified nature of India.
Influence of Arts and Literature and Media:

The Kumbh Mela, with it's spiritual
grandeur and cultural diversity has been rich

source of inspiration for artists, writers and
filmmakers for centuries. The Kumbh Mela is
inspiration of artists who painters capture the
vivid colours of the festivals from the saffron-
clad sadhus to the multitudes of devotees,
against the backdrop of the sacred riversin their
vibrant canvases.

Challenges and Controversies

While the KumbhaMelais a celebration
of spiritual and cultural unity, itisnot without its
challenges and controversies. One of the most
pressing challenges associated with Kumbh
Mela is its environmental impact, particularly
pollution of sacred rivers. The management of
such amassive crowd is a monumental task.

The Kumbh Melain al its grandeur and
sanctity stand as a testament to the enduring
cultural spiritual and social fabric of India. This
monumental festival transcends mere religious
observance to become a phenomenon that
harmoniously blend tradition with modernity
spirituality with social responsibility and local
identity with global recognition.

It is evidence that the Kumbh Mela is

not merely an event it is a celebration of life,
faith and unity of Indian culture.
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Mahakumbh : The Spiritual Mela

Syyad M ahak shamshaduddin
M.A. First Year

The Mahakumbh is a significant cultural
and spiritual event in India, attracting millions
of devotees and tourists alike. This essay will
explore the significance of the Maha Kumbh
melain Indian Culture, its history and itsimpact
on the country's spiritual and cultural heritage.

History of the Mahakumbh Mela

TheMahaKumbh Melahasarich history
dating back thousands of years. According
to Hindu mythology, the Mela is held to
commemorate the divine nectar of immortality
(amrit), which was spilled from a Kumbha
during a battle between gods and demons.

Significance of the Mahakumbh Mela:

The Maha Kumbh Mela is considered
one of the largest and most scared Pilgrimages
in India. It is a celebration of spirituality, faith
and cultural heritage. The mela is held every
12 years in four different location: Allahabad,
Haridwar, Nashik, and Ujjain.

Cultural and Spiritual Significance :

The Maha Kumbh mela is a celebration
of Indian culture and spirituality. It is an

opportunity for devotees to take a dip in the
sacred Ganges River, which is believed to wash
away sins and bring spritual enlightenment.

Economic Impact:

The Maha Kumbh Mela aso has a
significant economic impact on the country. It
generates revenue for the government and local
businesses and provides opportunity for people
to come together in thousands.

Social |mpact

The Maha Kumbh Mela aso has a
significant social impact on Indian Society It
promotes social unity and cultural exchanges
and provides an opportunity for people to come
together and celebrate their faith and culture.

Cutural Exchange:

The Maha Kunbh Mela is a celebration
of Indian culture and spirituality. It provides
an opportunity for cultural exchanges between
different communities. The mela attracts people
from all over the world and it is platform for
showcasing Indian art, music and dance.
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References part of Indias culture and heritage. It will

- Hindu Mythology and scriptures continue to be celebrated for generations to

o come. Local authorities should take steps to
- Historical records of the Mahakumbh mela.
promote and preserve the mela.

Key Points
The Maha Kumbh Mela is significant

-The Maha Kumbh Mela is a signficant cultural cultural and spiritual event in India. Its rich

and spiritual event in India history, cultural significance and impact on

-The mela is a celebration of spirituality, faith  Indian society make it an important part of the

and cultural heritage. country's heritage. The mela is a celebration
It has a significant impact on Indian society, Of Indian culture and spirituality and it will
promoting unity and cuturul exchange. continue to be important part of Indian society

. . for generation to come.
Future Direction 9

The Maha Kumbh mela is an important
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Department of Sports and
Physical Education

The performance of the students in different sports was very commendable which adds
pride and honour to the college and the parent institute. This is the outcome of whole hearted
support from the parent institute by offering good infrastructural facilities and financial assistance
to the winning students.

Sr.| Sport Date Organiser Place
1 Volley Ball (A Zone) 10.08.2024 | DACL Female 1st Mae 2nd
2 Cricket (C Zone) 26.08.2024 | DACL Male 2nd
3 Cross Country (A Zone) | 20.08.2024 | MDM, Male (General
Aurad Shahjani Championship)
Badminton (A Zone) 29.08.2024 | DSCL Female 2nd
WLPL & BP (A Zone) |06.09.2024 | Jaikranti College, Latur| Male 1st, Female 1st
Boxing (C Zone) 20.09.2024 | Sushiladevi College, Male (General
Latur Championship)

7) 3 Students have been selected to Army
1. Kamble Gaurav
2. Jadhav Pritam
3. Suryawanshi Abhijit
8) Sport Director has been awarded with BEST COACH for Weight Lifting on 30th July, 2024
by VC SRTMU, Nanded
9) Total 70 students were participated in different sports events at Inter collegiate and All India
tournament and Krida Mohostav and won Awards/Medals
10) Total 24 players have been participated in Inter University Tournament.

-Director
Sports & Physical Education
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English Literary Association 2024-25

The English Literary Association for the aca
demic year 24-25 was ingtituted with following
office bearers:

Miss. Belkunde Sushma- President
Miss. Sen Ganga - Vice- President
Miss. Kanse Sayli - Secretary

Miss. Jadhav Pornima - Joint Secretary
Miss. Waghmare Aarti - Treasurer
Mr. Pawar Suyash - Member
Miss. Kasle Vaishnavi - Member
Miss. Kamble Gayatri - Member

ONO Ok WNE

ELA arranged a Freshers Party to wel-
come the students of B.A.-l and M.A.-l on
04/09/2024. Dr.S P Gaikwad was invited as a
chief guest for the function. All the students en-
joyed the games arranged on the day.

The Association was formally inaugurated

on 18/02/2025 at the auspicious hands of Dr.
Dhananjay Gaikwad, Director- Maitree Institute
of Career, Latur. He delivered a wonderful lec-
ture on “Career Opportunities in Various Fields
through English.” Students interacted with
him freely and got different avenues of career
through English.

ELA also arranged a Farewell to see off MA II
and BA 11 year students. Head Dept. of English
Dr. Khandagale M H presided over the func-
tion. The departing students were overwhelmed
to share their memories and experiences of the
Department. All the faculty members of the de-
partment attended the function.

-Dr. DokeN N
Co-ordinator ELA
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